‘A Sportsman’s Dream’ Junior Tennis Championships 2011 

Ben Kilkenny of the Killaloe-Ballina club  and Alice Murphy from Ballyhaden, Borrisokane and a member of the local Nenagh club were the 2 most successful players  at the ‘A Sportsman’s Dream Junior Open Tennis Championships at Nenagh LTC last week.  
Ben and Alice each won 3 events.   Ben won Boys U.16 and U.18 Singles titles and then teamed up with Elizabeth Coman (Co Tipp) to win the U.16 Mixed. 

Alice was a triple winner at U.12, retaining her U.12 singles and doubles titles from 2010, the doubles this year with Ciara Dwan, then annexing the mixed with Billy Seymour.  

Ben’s and Alice’s exploits however were only 2 of a number of outstanding performances.  Ballycommon boy Billy Seymour was in 3 finals, winning U.12 doubles with Cork boy (and part Nenagh) Sean O’Leary and joining Alice Murphy to win the mixed.  Sean O’Leary is a grandson of John F Hickey, who has long associations with Nenagh LTC. 

Elizabeth Coman also took 2 titles, adding the U.16 Singles to her mixed title.  

Oisin Fahy was in 3 finals winning long U.14 final from David Gleeson, and then going on to win the U.14 Doubles with David.  Cian O’Brien was also a triple finalist, winning the U.12 Singles title. 

Quite a few players were dual finalists, some emerging with one title and others despite valiant efforts having to be content with runner-up positions, but we should add ‘with honour’ in all cases.

Additionally we had a lot of wonderful matches throughout the week and lots of enjoyable tennis, which unfortunately for some players did not yield an appearance on finals day, but of which all should take considerable satisfaction. 

There was great tennis also at the U.9 and U.10 levels and we salute the achievements of locals Orla Molloy who won at U.9 and was r-up at U.10, Manus Heenan who won at U.10 and Ellie Spain who was a finalist at U.9.  
There was big outside entries in these events with the boys U.9 winner Paul Harnett coming from Lower Aghada, with r-up Nicholas Kennedy from Kilfeacle.  Manus Heenan’s opponent in the U.10 final was David Meagher from Brookfield in Dublin. 

It was yet another highly successful Junior Open Week and Liam Dwan was generous in his thanks to all who contributed to that success.   He expressed his deep appreciation to Siobhan Tynan of ‘A Sportsman’s Dream’, Kenyon St, Nenagh for her valuable sponsorship.   

Liam also paid tribute to Tournament Directors Mary Ryan and Margaret Folan, both of whom were on duty all day, every day, invariably into the evenings as play went on late.   A very busy week, but very well done indeed. 
Finals Results
(Nenagh Players unless stated)



Winner(s)



Runner(s)-up
Girls Singles

U.16
Elizabeth Coman (Co Tipp)

Ciara Dunne

   Plate  Noelle Murphy


Mary Harty

U.14
Mairead O’Connor (Lattin)

Patrice Cleary (Puckane)

U.12
Alice Murphy



Ciara Dwan

  Plate
Graine Molloy



Aoife Dunne
U.10
Katie Morrissey (Larkspur)

Orla Molloy

U.9
Orla Molloy



Ellie Spain

Boys Singles

U.18
Ben Kilkenny (Killaloe-Ballina)
Robbie Pratt (Lim Lawn)

   Plate
  Eamon Dore (Cath Inst)

Cormac O’Neill (Lim Lawn)

U.16
Ben Kilkenny 



Conor Lonergan (Killaloe-Ballina)

   Plate
 Jack Barry



Brian Seymour
U.14
Oisin Fahy



David Gleeson

   Plate
 Nathan D’Arcy (Ennis)

Barry Hogan (Puckane)
U.12 
Cian O’Brien (Killaloe-Ballina)
Billy  Seymour

   Plate   Alex Ryan (Co Tipp LTC)

Peter Folan
U.10
Manus Heenan


Daniel Meagher (Brookfield)

U.9
Paul Harnett (Lower Aghada)
Nicholas Kennedy (Kilfeacle)

Girls Doubles

U.16 
Eimear Dwan/Ciara Dunne

Triona Cleary/Rachel Hodgins

U.14
Alison Long/Mairead O’Connor (both Lattin)

U.12
Alice Murphy/Ciara Dwan

Sarah O’Donnell/Emma  Foley (both Killaloe-Ballina)

Boys Doubles

U.14
Oisin Fahy/David Gleeson 

  Cian O’Brien/Nathan D’Arcy (Ennis)  

U.12
Billy Seymour/Sean O’Leary (Cork)
  Peter Folan/Mark O’Farrell

Mixed Doubles  

U.16
Ben Kilkenny/Elizabeth Coman
Conor Lonergan/Aisling O’Donnell (both Killaloe-Ballina)

U.14
Dermot Foley/Aisling O’Donnell (both Killaloe-Ballina)







Oisin Fahy/Patrice Cleary

U.12
Billy Seymour/Alice Murphy

Cian O’Brien/Sarah O’Donnell

